was issued a year ago, and the catalogue of the steam men-of-war deals with the second part of the naval collections. Compiled by Mr. G. L. Overton, the catalogue shows signs of great care ; its illustrations are good, while the historical notes, though brief, are excellent summaries of the progress of warship evolution down to the Hood.
Biochemistry : a Laboratory Course forM edical Students.
By I. Frost. Pp. ii +56. (Madras : Government Press, 1924.) Not for sale. THE multiplication of manuals dealing with practical biochemistry for medical students appears to be an expression of the differences existing between the courses in this subject in the various schools. Each teacher selects from the large number of possible exercises those which both fulfil the requirements of the examination his students must pass and at the same. time appear to him most suitable. Each school thus tends to develop its own course in biochemistry, with the result that a course which reaches publication as a small manual may fail to meet the requirements of other schools, which are, however, induced by its appearance to publish their own course.
The manual before us appears to us to strike a distinctly original note; Dr. Frost has apparently kept in mind the fact that biochemical investigations nowadays come to the aid of the clinician, and that an acquaintance with the methods used in the laboratory is essential for a true evaluation of the results of these investigations in relation to the clinical findings. The book opens with some experiments on colloids, together with examples of the colorimetric estimation of the hydrogen ion concentration of solutions : the proteins and blood pigments are only briefly treated, but a selection of the modern methods used in the examination of the blood and urine is given, each method being fully described.
We have noted a few misprints, especially on p. 24 where some decimal points have gone astray. Ou; impression is that the book sets a high standard in biochemistry for the medical student who is not reading for a science degree also.
An Introduction to the Strowger System of Automatic
Telephony. By H. H. Harrison. Pp. vii+ 146.
(London : Longmans, Green and Co., 1924.) 7s. 6d. net. IT is not very generally known that the engineers of the British Post Office have begun to change the telephone system of London into a fully automatic one. The task is enormous and it will be fifteen years before it is completed. During part of this time the system wil! be partly manual and partly automatic, but satisfactory arrangements have now been made so that NO. 2912, VOL. I r6J this will cause no inconvenience. This book is therefore very timely. It deals exclusively with the Strowger system, which is the one adopted by the Post Office. In this system there is a dial with 10 fingerholes punched in it. If a subscriber wants to call up Gerrard 8830 for example, he has to perform seven operations. He first puts his finger in the digit-hole a G in it and moves it round to the stop and lets It go. He then repeats the operation with E and R the second and third letters in Gerrard ; this connects him to the exchange. He then performs the same ?peration in the digit-holes marked 8-8-3-o respect-Ively. This calls up the subscribers. If the line is engaged the usual engaged signal is heard. The causes of delay at present are mainly due to indistinct articulation and to congestion of traffic during the " busy hour." Automatic telephony eliminates the former hindrance and diminishes the latter. As the change-over is effected, the number of telephone girls will_ be gradually diminished, the exchanges being entirely automatic, but the number of engineers and workmen required will be increased. This book will make a good text-book for class instruction on automatic telephony.
Switchgear for Electric Power Control. By E. Basil
Wedmore and Henry Trencham. Pp. xii + 33 (London: Oxford University Press, 1924.) 25s. net. THE electric power engineer will find much in this book that will be of value to him. As electrical stations increase in size, the amount and the cost of the requisite switchgear increase very rapidly. Devices are required for protecting the machines and for protecting the distributing mains. The question often arises whether it is worth while to instal a very expen-sive_ protection device in order to protect a main, thus paymg a heavy annual insurance, or to run the small risk of having the main broken down. Cable manufacturers naturally favour the latter alternative, whilst manufacturers of protective switchgear favour the former. The authors rightly point out that the psychological device of calling a piece of apparatus a " lightning arrester " alone ensures a market for it even without the accompaniment of a " campaign." Many English engineers have had the temerity not to use them. It has to be remembered however, that in Great Britain we rarely have thunderstorms. The British Electrical and Allied Industries Research Association is carrying out valuable researches on switchgear, and Mr. Wedmore's official work keeps him in close touch with the most modern developments. The book discusses the latest practice. , 1924.) ros. net. Is it possible to present the elements of statistics in an intelligible form to students almost devoid of mathematical training ? The present volume professes to accomplish this, but it does so, if at all, only by an enormous restriction of the scope and depth of the subject. Mere tabulation and pictorial representation of statistics will not in themselves suffice in general unless accompanied by a searching scrutiny of the data,
Elements of

